Comparative histochemical observations on the lipids in the immature and mature stages of Cotylophoron cotylophorum Paramphistomatidae: Digenea.
Immature and mature stages of the sheep amphistome Cotylophoron cotylophorum have been analysed histochemically for their lipids. Excretory ducts of the immature worms were the common sites for the accumulation of neutral lipids (triglycerides) and phospholipids which showed very sparse distribution at the corresponding sites in the adult. Phospholipids and lipoproteins observed in the tegument of the adult could not be seen in the immature form. Intestinal caecae of both forms showed the presence of diffused and granular lipids which were relatively less in the immature. The possible physiological significance of these differences in the lipid contents of the immature and mature forms has been discussed.